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Profile of the Global Human Settlements Award
The Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS) is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization, legally chartered in the State of New York, USA. Its objective is“Building Sustainable Human Settlements and Promoting the United Nations Habitat Agenda". GFHS is a member of UNEP’s Sustainable Buildings and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI), and a member of United Nations Global Compact. Former Chairman of UN Security Council and UN under Secretary General Anwarul K. Chowdhury serves as the Chairman of GFHS. 

Since 2005, Global Forum on Human Settlements has been held seven times in China, USA and Brazil. The 6th Global Forum on Human Settlements was successfully organized in the UN headquarters in NY in April, 2011, during which the UN high level officials and international celebrities attended to make keynote speeches and resulted in series of outcomes. In June 2012, Conference on Sustainable Human Settlements was grandly co-organized by GFHS, UN DESA, UNEP and UN-Habitat associated with the Rio+20, and Ambassador Sha Zukang, the under Secretary General of the UN, Secretary General of the Rio+20, attended the conference and made important speech.  The forum has become a high-level dialogue platform and brand event for the insiders in the fields of human settlements.

In order to encourage cities, entities and/or individuals who have made contributions to natural ecology restoration and protection and to promote sustainable human settlements, GFHS initiated and sponsored the “Global Human Settlements Awards” and at each annual meeting a grand prize-giving ceremony has been held to publicize and recognize cities, scenic spots, communities, enterprises and individuals, so as to share ideas and experience within the industry and drive the whole society to participate in.
Cities that have won awards are City of Santa Monica, USA; City of West Vancouver, Canada; City of Rockdale, Australia; the Federation of Damanhur, Italy; City of Curitiba, Brazil; City of Nantes, France Chinese cities/projects such as City of Lijiang, City of Sanya, City of Yichun, City of Dali, City of Wuxi, Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city and the Wenchuan Township Post-Disaster Reconstruction Project. Building (Residential Area) projects that have won awards are Vanke’s Tangyue, China Overseas’s Xiangmi Lake No. 1, OCT’s Tianlu, and Taoyuanju, etc. Scenic spots that have been recognized include Emei Mountain Scenic Spot, Putuo Mountain Scenic Spot, etc.

A number of celebrities have participated in the Award Ceremonies and presented the awards, such as former UN Under Secretary General and first Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme Mr. Maurice Strong, former Vice Premier of the State Council Jiang Chunyun, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) Li Jinhua, Dr.Awni Behnam, Assistant Secretary General, UN Commissioner General of Shanghai Expo etc. The state media-Xinhua News Agency, China Central Television and other global major media have reported the grand events.
“Global Human Settlements Awards Event” has provided a high-level interactive platform for insiders to share and propagate knowledge and experience. It has demonstrated positive effects and influences on improving human settlements, pushing forward global sustainable development, and promoting the implementation of UN Millennium Development Goals; and by the same token, it has played a positive role in raising global reputation and influences for the awarded cities, scenic spots, communities, stimulating them to continue elevating best practices in the human settlements at the construction level and promoting economic and social harmonious development. It has been crowned as “Human Settlements Oscar”. The specific contents are as follows:
I.  Organizers of Global Human Settlements Award Ceremony 2103

Organizer: Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS)

Supporters: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  
II．Categories of Awards (including but not limited to):
City: Global Green City

Scenic Spot: Global Low-carbon Ecological Scenic Spots

Real Estate: Global Human Settlements Demonstration Building (Residential Area)

Transport: Global Best Practice of Green Mobility

Designing: Global Human Settlements Award on (Building, Transport, Landscape) Planning and Design

Technology: Global Human Settlements Practice of Green Technology (Product)

Individuals: Global Human Settlements Outstanding Contribution Award; 

Global Little Green Ambassador
III. Expert Appraisal Committee
GFHS Board of Directors entrusts independent expert appraisal committee for assessment. The Expert Appraisal Committee consists of well-known experts around the world in related fields and invites international dignitaries, and prominent personages to be senior consultants. The name list of experts and consultants is separately attached.

IV. Principles of Submission and Evaluation

1. This award event is on the basis of “voluntary submission, two-level assessment, differential elimination and being fair and square”, Each category has strict selection of reference standards and detailed submission form, and shall be appraised by authorized and independent committee of experts. Any other institution or individual else otherwise are not entitled to grant any company/organization or individual for a certain award.

2. Applicants should accurately complete the Application Form (English Version) in duplicate, along with other illustrative submission materials (including brochure, CDs, certificates, documents, pictures, etc.), submit to GFHS in a timely manner and actively cooperate in the assessment process. 

3. Costs:
Submissions for companies/organizations and individuals are free of charge. If it is sampled and needs to be investigated, expenses incurred during the on-the-spot investigation trip will be borne by the submission unit.
Award-winning units are to be invited to attend GFHS award ceremony, and the airfare, accommodation, catering expenses and Conference registration fee incurred are to be borne by the units themselves. 
V. Appraisal Procedure:

	Recommendation

Procedure
	Contents
	Time

	Receiving Documents
	Receive submission documents for cities, scenic spots, enterprises and individuals 
	Receive submissions year round

	Preliminary Review
	GFHS secretary makes preliminary review on the submission documents and entrust experts to makes on-the-spot investigations and hearing statement by sampling if needed.
	Starts six months before each yearly forum or relevant event

	Collective Assessment
	The Expert Appraisal Committee（5 or more experts）holds meetings or telephone conference, makes assessment collectively, proposes short-list.
	two months before the event date

	Final Review
	Co-organizers makes the final review and confirms the winners
	About 50 days before the opening of the event 

	Written Notification
	Notify award-winning units in writing and invite them to attend the forum 


	About 45 days before the opening of the event

	Commending 
	Commend them grandly at the GFHS annual event
	On the very day of the event


VI. Contacts of GFHS
Head Office Add: Suite 544, 866 UN Plaza New York, NY 10017
Phone: +1 212 644 8126, 
Contacts: Mr. Robert Standard
China Office Add: Suite 701, Block C, World Trade Plaza, Futian District, Shenzhen
Phone:  +86 (0)755-83288289  83283931
Fax:  +86 (0)755-83288619  
Contact: Ms Chen Xin, Christine He
Website: http://www.gfhsforum.org
Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS)                
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